BIN     ABOAT   ACCEPTS' THE   TRUCE

hramaut. His lawyers in Singapore, not knowing Hadhramaut
ics, had written letters stating their client claimed he was an "indepen-
: Rajah." I wrote to Bin 'Abdat that he was "recognized as the head of
Bin 'Abdat of Al 'Amr of the Kathiri tribe, part of the Shenafir Con-
ration, of which the Kathiri Sultan of the Al' Abdulla is recognized as
an, and that you have no independent status. We take this opportunity
dvising you in your own best interests and with a view to preserving
r heshima not to persist in attempting to get your independence recog-
d, for the British Government will never recognize it.
'We entertain personally the most friendly feelings for you and are
bus to see you taking a lead in peace matters in the Hadhramaut. For
reason we hope very much that you will at once engage in the three
rs' truce now being negotiated in order that you may win the respect
thanks of the British Government and of all the people of the
Ihramaut.

"We beg you will not be misled by lies and false hopes: someone
new that Bin 'Abdat would know to whom I was referring) has misled
Al Bin Yemani of Al Jabir into believing that the British Government
old not act and bomb their places; but to-day they are seeing that the
tish Government means what it says, for their places are being bombed,
. we hope that you will listen to our friendly advice before it is

late,"

That evening I got a message from Bin 'Abdat imploring me to go and

him for five minutes.   I was there with him within the hour.   No

nder he was called a Jinn, for he was a most peculiar litde bid man to

k at, with one large protruding eye, one half closed, a turned-up nose

i cleft palate.   Now, however, he agreed to accept the truce and help

to persuade others to do so.   He had doubts about it being kept and

pressed on me that I alone could see that it was.   "We Arabs don't

at each other/'1

Bil Fas had already undertaken to sign if Bin 'Abdat did. My discussions
h him had taken place in Seiyid Bubakr's drawing-room and the manner
bis agreement is worth recounting. As we were talking a broker came

1 Bin 'Abdat kept his word until his death, and I had no more loyal supporter.
72$ a pleasure to go over to Al Ghurfa for lunch or tea. The windows were
ays open, for Bil Fas' forts were no longer manned, and a real peace seemed to
e entered the heart of the old^nan, his last days being spent in a kindH&ess and
piaess he did not kn$w before.
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